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INTRODUCTION 

1. The author states “Christian values are losing their voice in the affairs of our nation today.” How do 

you see this in the culture around you? 

 

2. Which do you think shapes us more—nature or nurture, that is, our biological heritage or our 

cultural/family heritage? What does each contribute to our sense of personhood? 

 

3. What do you know about your family roots—either biological or cultural? Do you ever feel that 

something is missing in terms of what you know? Is there anything about your heritage that you’d like 

to learn more about? 

 

 

4. Connecting with his biological and spiritual roots—especially his Jewish roots—has changed the 

author’s view of himself. Do you have (or know of) a similar story? If you feel comfortable, share this 

with the group. 

 

 

5. How connected do you think your particular church tradition is to the Jewish roots of Christianity? 

Is your church experience similar to that of the author in this regard, or is it different? 
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CHAPTER 1 – The Power of Heritage 

1. Three important concepts for this book are identity, heritage, and legacy. What do each of those 
words mean to you? How would you apply them to your own experience, in terms of both family and 
religious observance? 

 

2. In what ways do you think the term “orphaned spirits” pertains to you or those around you? In 
what ways do you see this situation affecting our culture? 

 

3. What are some of the traditional activities, values, and holidays you and/or your family cherish? 
What is unique about the way you celebrate? What do these traditions mean to you? 

 

4. The author says, “Our ceiling should become our children’s floor.” What are some of the ways you 
have seen this happen in your own life? What are some ways you would like it to happen? 

 

5. The author provides statistics that show the Jewish people are often very successful financially. 
What reasons are behind these facts? In other words, why is this true? 

 

6. What attitudes about money and wealth did you experience growing up? What were you taught, 
either directly or by example? What ideas and attitudes did you absorb from the culture around you? 

 

7. Have your ideas and attitudes regarding money and wealth changed as you’ve matured? How do 
they compare or contrast with the author’s description of traditional Jewish ideas about money? 

 

8. The author describes events and experiences the Jewish people and culture have survived through 
the centuries. Name these. How do they make the Jewish people unique? 


